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MOTORING/FEATURE

With the price of interesting old cars soaring, 
Richard Webber looks at some of the modern 
motors that could be the next big thing

These are tough times for 
car-lovers. Homogeny is 
the petrolhead’s krypton-

ite, and there’s a definite green 
glow coming from the new car 
listings as manufacturers look 
to toe the same line on tightening 
emissions and safety regulations. 

There are exceptions, of 
course. But you can’t blame 
those of us who yearn for the 
variety, adventure and excite-
ment of the good old days – no 
matter how mediocre they 
were in reality – by straying 
towards the affordable joys 

of the modern classic mar-
ket. The resulting resurgence 
has pushed prices of once- 
overlooked models skyward. 
Here, we look at some of the 
biggest winners of recent 
years and try to  pick out future 
gems.

SPOTTING A FUTURE CLASSIC

FAST FORDS

Sierra RS500 Cosworth
The theor y goes that 

youngsters who pined after 
Ford’s high street heroes dur-
ing the 1970s and 1980s have 
grown into wealthy middle-
agers prepared to splurge on 
fulfilling that dream, driving 
prices for the Blue Oval’s hot-
test models into the strato-
sphere. But anyone can see 
the appeal of these spiced-
up specials, risen from the 
ashes of deadly dull popu-
lar cars. Anything with an 
‘RS’ prefix ticks the box, be 
it Capri, Escort or Sierra, but 

the recent sale of a limited-
run Sierra RS500 Cosworth 
for £76,000 puts it at the van-
guard. It’s enough to make 
the stuffiest of auction hous-
es open its doors to Dagen-
ham.

One to watch: Mk1 Ford 
Focus RS (2002-2003). 
From £10,000

The first of the modern RS 
cars, the hardcore Mk1 Focus 
set new standards for front-
wheel-drive performance, 
hitting 60mph in 6.2 seconds 
and taming B-roads like no 
other. A scarcity of cared-for 
original examples is already 
pushing prices up.

ODDBALLS 

Alfa Romeo SZ
The Alfa 75 saloon was as 

comfortable to look at as the 
equatorial sun, with weird 
angles and odd proportions 
embellished with clods of 
black plastic. So in 1991, when 
Alfa chose it to underpin a 
new, limited-run perform-
ance coupé to exercise the 
company’s reserves of brio, 

hopes were high for some-
thing more swoonsome. 

That the Italian public  
nicknamed the resulting SZ 
‘The Monster’ explains its poor 
reception and ensuing sub-
£20,000 residuals. But the SZ 
(and its drop-top brother, the 
RZ) has since flourished in its 
eccentricity, aided by a singing 
3.0-litre V6 and tidy rear-drive 
handling, with prices swelling 
to £50,000 and beyond.

One to watch: Alpine GTA/
A610 (1984-1995), from 
£10,000

Renault-owned Alpine is 
back in the limelight thanks 
to the A110 coupé that’s due 
to launch next year, rais-
ing interest in the angular 
GTA and subsequent A610. 
Both use rear-mounted V6 
engines, the A610’s turbo-
charged 3.0-litre unit good 
for 250bhp.

OLD PORSCHES

964 Turbo
Most well-maintained Por-

sches of yesteryear are unlike-
ly to lose value, and air-cooled 
911s in particular have swelled 
in value as buyers seek an 
antidote to the more grown-
up, less charismatic water-
cooled models that arrived 
with the 996 generation in 
1998. Indeed, prices for cer-
tain air-cooled examples have 
exploded of late: valuations for 
the last rear-wheel-drive 911 
Turbos – the bellicose 3.3 and 
3.6 964-series cars of the early 
90s  – can now top £200,000. 

It’s a market that’s been driven 
in part by speculators looking 
to cash in, and we’re now start-
ing to see a trickledown effect 
on the traditionally less-loved 
front-engined Porsches that 
started with the 924.

One to watch: Porsche 968 
(1992-1995). From £15,000

The most modern of the 
front-engined, rear-drive Por-
sche sports cars, the 3.0-litre, 
four-cylinder 968 succeeded 
the 944 and was available in 
coupé and convertible forms. 
The more focused Club Sport 
is the model of choice, but even 
a tidy standard car is a good 
bet.

HANDLING CHAMPS

Peugeot 205 GTI
A premium badge and huge 

horsepower aren’t prerequi-
sites for thrills. With the right 
chassis setup, even cars with 
humble origins and weedy 
engines can deliver your fix 
on country roads. 

The 205 GTI (1984-1994) is 
a prime example. The weak-
est of the 1.6 versions made 
an apologetic 105bhp and the 
1.9 peaked at just 130bhp, but 
the GTI’s low weight, mind-
reading steering and appe-
tite for lift-off oversteer made 
it an everyman’s champion. 
Over the last five years, the 

best 1.9s have at least dou-
bled in price to £20,000, with 
one swiping £31,000 at auc-
tion last summer, while tidy 
1.6s are well into five figures, 
too.

One to watch: Renault-
sport Clio 172 (2000-2003).
From £1,000

A hot hatch of the old 
school to shame many 
newer efforts,  the 172 
installed a 170bhp, natu-
rally aspirated 2.0-litre 
engine and five -speed  
manual gearbox in the Clio’s 
little three-door body to pro-
duce a nimble, rev-happy  
wonder that’s even better in 
stripped-out Cup spec.

ENGINEERING MARVELS

Honda NSX
When big manufacturers 

get radical and take an entire-
ly different engineering path 
to their rivals, the results 
can become stuff of legend. 
Honda’s NSX supercar (1990-
2005) packed racing tech into 
its chassis and one A. Senna 
helped develop its handling, 
but its centrepiece was the 
mid-mounted 3.0-litre (later 
3.2) V6 engine. Using Hon-
da’s own VTEC trickery, it 
unleashed a symphonic, heart-
squeezing burst of thrust at 
high revs and spun all the way 

to 8,300rpm. There was noth-
ing else quite like it, and prob-
ably never will be again. Five 
years ago, used NSXs started 
at £10,000; nowadays you’ll pay 
£40,000-£100,000.

One to watch: Mk2 & Mk3 
Mazda RX-7 Turbo (1986-
2002). From £5,000

Mazda’s obsession with the 
peculiar rotary engine came 
to a smooth-spinning, high- 
revving, fuel-gulping cre-
scendo with the second and 
third-gen turbocharged RX-
7s. Thanks to sequential twin 
turbos, the Mk3 mined 276bhp 
from its tiny, pistonless 1.3-litre 
engine. HOMOLOGATION  

SPECIALS: 

Lancia Delta Integrale Evo
By definition, there’s some-

thing special about homolo-
gation cars. Built in limited 
numbers with performance 
upgrades that set them apart 
from workaday brethren, 
homologation models form 
the conduit between road car 
and race car. 

In the late 1980s, the World 

Rally Championship’s Group 
A prescribed 5,000 road-
going examples of a rally car 
to allow entry, prompting 
Lancia to submit the turbo-
charged, four-wheel-drive 
version of its unimposing 
family hatchback, the Delta. 
It went on to claim six con-
secutive WRC titles. The ulti-
mate versions are the Integ-
rale Evos of 1991-1995; £10,000 
would have bought a decent 
one 15 years ago, but they 

command between four and 
ten times that now.

One to watch: Toyota Celica 
GT-Four (1986-1999). From 
£4,000

Before Mitsubishi and Sub-
aru stole the show, Toyota was 
winning WRC titles with the GT-
Four using the 2.0-litre, four-
wheel-drive formula pioneered 
by Lancia. It was produced in 
ST165, ST185 and ST205 guises 
over the years, the latter mak-
ing 239bhp in UK spec.


